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Data Sharing

Assuring Secure Data Exchange

Data sharing is the fuel that propels collaboration in today's digital
landscape. Organisations of all sizes are increasingly forging
partnerships and exchanging data to unlock valuable insights, drive
innovation, and gain a competitive edge. However, this exchange
rests on a fundamental pillar: trust. Trust that the right data is being
shared securely and responsibly. Your role in maintaining this trust is
crucial. This is where data-sharing assurance steps come into the
spotlight.

Assurance: Empowering Your Organization with Secure Data
Exchange

The undeniable benefits of data sharing are well-documented. Yet,
concerns around data privacy and security remain a constant worry.
Data sharing assurance bridges this gap by equipping organisations
with the tools and processes to achieve three critical objectives:

e Safeguarding Sensitive Information: Robust security measures
like encryption, access controls, and data anonymization are the
bedrock of protecting sensitive data throughout the sharing
process. These measures ensure that only authorized
individuals can access the data, and even then, in a controlled
and monitored manner.

¢ Upholding Regulatory Compliance: The data privacy
landscape is a complex web of regulations, with GDPR and
CCPA being just two prominent examples. Data-sharing
assurance practices ensure your organisation's data-sharing
complies with these ever-evolving legal requirements. This
mitigates the risk of hefty fines and demonstrates your
commitment to responsible data stewardship.

e Enforcing data sharing agreement with Partners: Clear and
transparent data-sharing agreements outlining data to be
shared, data usage, retention, and deletion protocols foster a
sense of trust and confidence among all parties involved. These
agreements become the cornerstone of successful
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collaborations and using tools to ensure the agreements are
enforced is key to assurance of data sharing.

Data Sharing agreements today: Complex, cumbersome and
ineffective

There are a range of challenges with the existing approach to data
sharing agreements and the subsequent sharing of data. Good
intentions result in complex data sharing agreements that are near
impossible to ensure are being followed. Some of those challenges
are as follows:

¢ Regulatory Compliance Challenges: Compliance with local
data protection regulations is a challenge. This is amplified
when dealing across jurisdictions adding another layer of
complexity to the data-sharing process.

¢ Interoperability Issues: Different systems often speak different
languages, hindering seamless data exchange.

e Lack of Data Standardisation: Inconsistent formats and
terminology make it difficult to make sense of data to .

¢ Fragmented Data Ownership: Determining who has the
authority to share and access data can be a headache.

e Data Silos and Inefficiencies: Siloed data within organisations
stifles collaboration and innovation.

e Transparency of Data to Contract: inability to ensure the
contract is being followed as identifying what contracts
represent which data sets, including any changes after initial
agreement.

Empowering Secure Data Exchange: A Roadmap for Action

Building a robust data-sharing assurance program requires a
proactive and multi-faceted approach. Here are some key actions
you can take to strengthen your data-sharing practices:

e Standardize Data Sharing Processes: Consistency is key.
Develop well-defined procedures for data identification,
classification, and access controls that apply to all data-sharing
activities. This ensures a uniform approach to data security
regardless of the partner or project.
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¢ Implement Data Governance Frameworks: Establish clear
roles and responsibilities for data ownership, usage, and
security throughout the organization. This includes defining data
classification policies, outlining data access protocols, and
assigning accountability for data breaches.

« Transparent Data Sharing Agreements: Develop clear data
sharing agreements that leave no room for ambiguity, ensuring
the contract is directly connected with the data it represents,
including dashboards for all parties to ensure transparency.

e Contextual Integrity: Understanding and ensuring the social
contexts in which information is shared to preserve individuals'
privacy rights through the data sharing process.

Partnering for a Secure Data-Sharing Future

Data sharing presents a powerful opportunity to unlock innovation,
collaboration, and valuable insights. However, navigating the
complexities of security, privacy, and ever-changing regulations can
be daunting. We understand the challenges you face.

Contact us today to discuss how our expertise and technology
solutions can empower you to build a comprehensive data-sharing
assurance program. We can help you develop a secure and trusted
data-sharing ecosystem, allowing you to reap the full benefits of
collaboration while safeguarding sensitive information.

Together, let's unlock the power of data sharing in a way that is both
secure and responsible.
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